
  

Programming a new key

step by step

by

Chirpz

This is SO easy.  If you need a new key.  Do this. 



  

Getting a new key for your Jeep Grand Cherokee can be costly.  Recently, one of my keys
stopped working and I had to repair it.  I published a guide for that.  The experience left
me desiring a new set of keys since mine are quite worn and I knew if you lost one or if
one totally dies, then it can be a bigger problem.

Out of curiosity, I called the local dealer on 11-27-18 and asked for the price of a new key.
They had them in stock but I had to schedule a service call that they said would take
an hour and a half.  I should bring all of my keys with me.  The cost for a single key would
be, $154.00 plus $69.00 for programming for a total of $233.00 plus tax.

Hmmmm….  I went to ACE hardware and questioned them about my keys.  They claimed
that they could provide a key and programming for $149.00 each if I had a working key.

Here is what I did instead.  You should do it too if you want to save money.  It is EASY
and the programming does not take an hour and a half.

It is very important that you get some extra keys WHILE you still have TWO working keys.
If you have only one key, they you are stuck with paying a high price.



  

Get on the internet and
order yourself a set of
new keys.  They are
cheap, so why not get
two.

For this I paid $29.95.
Thats only $15 per
key.  A lot less than
$154.  Batteries were
included



  

Take your new key blanks to a hardware store or locksmith or where ever and have them
cut to match your old key.  Take your Jeep with you so you can try them right then and 
there to make sure they fit and turn in the ignition.  If you start the Jeep using one of the
new keys, it will just shut off in about 2 seconds.  This is normal.

Warning….  Some places will REFUSE to cut your keys.  They don’t want the responsibility
of working with an expensive looking fob.  That’s OK, go some place else.  ACE hardware
would NOT cut my keys but offered to sell me one of theirs.  By the way… if someone cuts
your keys and the key fails to work, don’t try to make them pay for it.  It is YOUR key, not theirs
so it is YOUR risk, not theirs.  If it were their key, they would grimace a little and try again
on another blank.  If you fail, just buy another and try again.  You will still come out ahead.

I got lucky on my 2nd shop where an old guy who has done lots of keys cut the keys for me.  
He did utter some reservations about it but I assured him that it was totally my risk.
It cost me $2.99 per key for the job and they worked perfectly.

Of course, I just had to start the Jeep using the new keys and sure enough, it shut OFF
2 seconds after starting and then would not start again until I removed the key.



  

When I got home, I reprogrammed the keys using the procedure given in the owner’s 
manual.  Here it is.  Very simple.  Word for word.

1.  Insert the first valid key into the ignition switch and turn the ignition switch ON for at least
three seconds but no more than 15 seconds.  Turn the ignition switch OFF and remove the
first key.

2.  Insert the second valid key and turn the ignition switch ON within 15 seconds.  After ten
seconds a chime will sound and the SKIM indicator light will begin to flash.  Turn the ignition
switch OFF and remove the second key.

3.  Insert a blank Sentry Key into the ignition switch and turn the ignition switch ON within
60 seconds.  After 10 seconds a single chime will sound.  The SKIM indicator light will
stop flashing, turn on for 3 seconds; then turn off.

That it!  You are done!!



  

Here is some interpretation:

1.  Do not start the engine during the procedure, just turn the ignition ON/OFF when indicated.

2.  The SKIM light is the little red light that flashes when the alarm is armed.  It is in the upper
right corner of the display.  SKIM means “Sentry Key Immobilizer System.”

3.  Sentry Key – any compatible key blank that is listed for the WK and is known to work.
You do not have to purchase an official “Sentry Key.”

4.  Step three?? - I never did here the single tone after 10 seconds but I may have missed it.
It takes WAY longer than the procedure seems to indicate.  A message flashes that says
Programming Activity (or something like that.)  Just keep waiting and waiting.  I didn’t time
it but it seemed like a least a minute.  The message kept flashing.  The SKIM light did not 
turn off and then back on for 3 seconds.  In my case, it just stayed on the whole time and
when it was finished, the message stopped and the light went out and there was no
indication that it was done.  I waited another 30 seconds and removed the key and it worked.

That is it!  Now go save some money.
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