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My new 2021 Grand Cherokee came with a factory installed towing package.
It did NOT come with an Electronic Brake Controller.  Instead, in the user manual, they warn 
you against towing a trailer without one.  Interesting.

Installing a controller is pretty easy.  YOU can do it.  No special tools are required.

This guide tells how I did it. Some 
aspects of your installation may be 
different.

As always, use this guide at your own 
risk.

Brake Controller



  

Plug matches factory 
installed harness.

You will need a plug in harness.  My Jeep came with one, along with a Jeep users manual 
and other typical stuff.  I’m sure you can find one online or at a dealer.

Loose, color coded wires



  

My Jeep has a factory tow package.  
Hidden up behind the brake pedal, I 
have a socket that fits the factory 
controller plug.

If you do not have this socket, all bets are off.  This guide will 
probably not work for you.



  

You will also need to obtain an “Electronic Brake Controller”.  I bought mine at the local
Napa Auto Parts store.  You can find a better deal at Etrailers.com  There are many choices.
Do your research then pick one that suits you.

Your controller my have 4 wires hanging out the 
back or it may have a plug of some sort 
mounted on those wires.  This controller has a 
plug.  You can buy special harnesses and 
adapters so that you can just plug things in.  
You just need to make sure that your have the 
right ones.

I choses to cut the plug OFF and then solder up 
the wires myself.



  

This is a picture of the paper 
that came with my factory 
harness.  Notice how it 
identifies what each wire 
does.

Black ----------- Ground
Green/White – Stop Lights
Red -------- Positive Battery
DkGreen – Brake Wire

Your controller should come 
with a similar sheet of 
instructions.  DO NOT 
ASSUME THAT THE 
COLORS MATCH.

Not China



  

This is a clipping from the instructions 
that came with my controller.  Notice 
how the controller also shows what 
each wire is supposed to do.  YOU 
have to match the wire assignments 
properly and the wire colors MAY NOT 
BE THE SAME.

Notice how I scribbled in the wire 
colors from the factory harness so that 
they match up with the proper color of 
the wires of the controller

Factory               Controller
Black -------------- White
Green ------------- Blue
Green/White ----  Red
Tan ----------------  Black

You matchup may be different depending on the BRAND of controller that you buy.

Jeep 
Not 
Listed



  

Here in lies the danger of purchasing matching plugs and adapters.  You have the same 
problem but you must trust the people who make the harness and adapters to get it right.  If 
you or they they are wrong, you may damage the controller.

Now you must connect the wires of 
the controller to the wires of the 
harness.  Choose your favorite 
method to connect wires.  I chose to 
solder the wires together and then 
use shrink wrap to insulate them.

In my case, I connected them like 
this:

Factory               Controller
Black -------------- White
Green ------------- Blue
Green/White ----  Red
Tan ----------------  Black

Your color matchup may be different. 
Read the papers!



  

Temporarily attach your new 
controller to its mounting 
bracket with whatever screws 
they provide.

The screws may be difficult to 
apply but it will be easier to 
“break them in” before actually 
working under the dash.

Using this temporary setup, 
locate a good spot to mount 
your controller.

On the 2021 GC, my 
possibilities were very limited.



  

WARNING!!

Some model Jeeps have an 
airbag under the dash to 
protect your knees.

You do NOT want to obstruct 
this device in any way.



  

Remove your mounting bracket from 
the controller.

Drill small pilot holes in your dash 
and install the mounting bracket with 
the screws that are provided.  I used 
a small bit of silicone to strengthen 
the mount.

Attach the controller to the bracket using the screws that 
are provided

Lastly, plug the harness into the socket and neatly tie the 
wires up using zip ties.

Loose wires and plug



  

Finished Job

This is the best location 
for the brand of controller 
that I selected.  It suits 
me fine and does not 
contact my knees when I 
enter and exit the Jeep.

Plug the trailer into the 
Jeep and test your work.  
A controller that is 
installed properly should 
have some indication that 
it is plugged in.  In my 
case, there is a small red 
indicator and when I 
press the red button 
numbers appear.
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